SUMMER 2018

RHL NEWSLETTER
Love Afterpay? - Don’t get caught out!
How to use Afterpay responsibly

Inside this edition:

With Christmas around the corner, it could be tempting to use
Afterpay to pay for gifts.



Afterpay Tips



Christmas Office

There’s a few simple things you can do to make sure you’re man-

Closure

aging your Afterpay account responsibly and reducing the risk of
running into financial trouble.
Stick to a budget!! Before checking out with Afterpay, work



Pool Safety



Christmas Activities

out how many purchases you can comfortably afford to

at the Hervey Bay
Neighbourhood
Centre

pay off at once. It’s a good idea to make sure money for
bills and expenses is set aside and you are only using money left over towards your Afterpay budget.
Always use a debit card NOT a credit card!! Steer clear of
mounting credit card debt by only linking your debit card



Tips to keep cool



What’s on in the
community

up to Afterpay. That way you will only be spending money
you know you will have in the future. (That’s if you are
sticking to your budget!)
Set payment reminders – Afterpay automatically deducts
payments from your account on the date they are due. To
avoid late payment fees make sure you are prepared and
have funds available on that date.

Office Closure over Christmas Period
Our office will be closing from 4:30pm on Monday 24th December 2018.
We will reopen at 9:00am on Wednesday 2nd January 2019.
If you need to contact us urgently during our closure dates and public holidays please call
our after hours number 0412 699 087.
The Board of Directors, management and staff would like to extend season's greetings to all
our customers, stakeholders, associates and partners of RHL. We wish you a very safe
holiday season and hope your new year is filled with peace, happiness and laughter.
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Upcoming Free Admission
Community Events
Our region hosts a range of

7 Ways To Keep Your Home Cool Without
Air Conditioning
1.

Keep your blinds closed – up to 30% of unwanted heat
comes from your windows

2.

Hack a fan – Fill a bowl with ice (or an ice pack) and position it at an angle in front of your fan so the air blows off
the ice in an extra chilled state.

3.

Swap your sheets – choose a cotton sheet for this time of
year, as it breathes easier and stays cooler

4.

Set your ceiling fan to rotate clockwise – You may not realise but your ceiling fan needs to be adjusted seasonally.
Set to run counter-clockwise in the Summer at a high
speed.

5.

Focus on the temperature in your body, not the house –
If your ancestors survived without air conditioning so can
you. Try sipping icy drinks, apply a cold cloth to areas like
your neck and wrists, cooling yourself from the inside out.
Other tricks include being smart about your clothing options.

6.

Turn on your bathroom and kitchen exhaust fans – This
will pull the hot air that rises after you cook or take a
steamy shower out of your house or unit.

7.

Let the night air in – make the most of the refreshing
house by opening your windows before you go to bed.

free entry community event for
locals and visitors to enjoy,
from free community movies to
festivals, expos and exhibitions.
Go and check out your local
website to get prepared for exciting fun days out.
http://
bundabergregionevents.com.au/
community_events
https://www.visitfrasercoast.com/
events
https://southburnett.com.au/

Or check out your local shopping centre website for school
holiday activities

Ready for back to school
Now that the school year has come to an end, it’s time to start getting ready for next year. Back
to school costs can impact on families and we have found some tips that may help make it
more manageable when shopping for items;
Make a list and get your child involved
Separate wants from needs
Take inventory and recycle useable items from previous years
Start early and look for bargains throughout the holidays
Watch for sales/promotions
If you prefer to drop your booklist into a newsagent, do this early and talk to the newsagent to
see if they allow layby where you can make regular payments off your order prior to picking it
up before school starts.
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Queensland Pool Safety
Does your pool pass the
test?
Swimming pools should be
fun. However, prior to the
introduction of the pool
safety laws, drowning was
one of the leading causes
of death in Queensland for children aged under
five. Supervising your children and teaching
them to swim at a young age and effective pool
fencing can save lives. Since the implementation
of the Queensland pool safety laws starting 1
December 2010, drowning is no longer the leading external cause of death for children aged one
to four years. However immersion incidents are
most common in the one to four year age
category and on the rise in the five to nine year
age group.
Unfortunately an increasing number of illegal
pools are being erected throughout the
region. While an inflatable pool may seem
harmless enough, it could become a drowning
hazard if left in the yard without appropriate
fencing.
Did you know, under State Government legislation, all portable pools and spas deeper than
300mm, with a volume greater than 2000 litres or

Christmas Family Fun!
Hervey Bay Neighbourhood Centre
Monday 17th December
Christmas Lights Tour – Pick up from
home available
Time: 6pm-8pm
Cost: Gold coin donation per person
Tuesday 18th December
Christmas CraftsPersonalised Christmas Stockings, Christmas Card Making, Snow Globes.
Time: 9:30am-11:30am
Cost: FREE
Wednesday 19th December
Christmas Movie MarathonBack to back kids Christmas movies –
Popcorn and drinks available to purchase
Time: 4pm-8pm
Cost: FREE
Thursday 20th December
Santa Photo Booth
Christmas Face Painting
Christmas Crafts
Paint a Xmas figurine
Time: 10am-pm
Cost: FREE
Friday 21st December
Christmas Splash and Dash –
Time 10am-1pm
Cost: FREE

a filtration system require a building approval? This legislation is also mentioned in the
special term of your General Tenancy agreement.
For more information on pool safety laws contact
your Tenancy Manager 4153 1239 or
info@regionalhousing.org.au
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Feedback
We appreciate your feedback. Feedback from the community provides important information to
Regional Housing on areas we are working well in and areas we may need to improve and
suggestions you may have on what is missing from our service.
If you would like to provide any feedback, you can contact us to complete a survey by phoning
1300 642 123 or requesting a printed copy from one of our offices.

Contact us

Useful numbers

Post

PO Box 540
Bundaberg QLD 4670

Emergency services

000

Crime stoppers

1800 333 000

Phone

07 4153 1239 or 1300 642 123

Police Link

13 14 44

Fax

07 4153 4000

Ergon Energy (faults)

13 22 96

Email

info@regionalhousing.org.au

SES

13 25 00

Sweet Potato Salad Recipe
For the sweet potato salad:
 4 slices thick-cut bacon cooked
 3 large sweet potatoes — peeled and cut into chunks
 1 cup thinly sliced celery hearts
 1 cup thinly sliced green onions
For the mustard dressing:
 2 tablespoons whole-grain mustard
 2 garlic cloves — minced
 3 tablespoons olive oil
Instructions
1. Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil, then add the
sweet potatoes. Simmer just until fork tender, about 10 to 15 minutes depending upon the size
of your potato chunks. Drain, gently and quickly rinse with cold water, then set aside.
2. Pan fry the bacon. Once cool, crumble it into a large bowl. Add the celery and green onions.
3. Prepare the mustard dressing: In a small bowl or large measuring cup, whisk together the
mustard, garlic, vinegar, olive oil
Add the sweet potatoes to the bowl with the bacon, drizzle with the dressing, then toss gently to
combine. Taste and season with additional salt/pepper as desired. Serve warm, chilled, or at
room temperature.
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